Order of Service         June 25th 2017
 
  Call to Worship: Hymn # 361, Enter, Rejoice, and Come In
  (sing second time through) Enter, rejoice and come in.  Enter, rejoice and come in.  Today will be a joyful day; enter, rejoice and come in.
 
  Welcome & Announcements
 
  Reading  
Theology of Love by Dawn Fortune
 
  Prelude
 
  Chalice Lighting and Reading
            Love is Our Greatest Purpose by Jay E. Abernathy, Jr.
 
  Joys and Concerns
 
  Hymn #95, There is More Love Somewhere
 
  Story for All Ages,
Damon and Pythias[footnoteRef:1] [1:  DeSpain, Pleasant. (1993) Thirty-Three Multicultural Tales to Tell. August House, Inc.: Atlanta.] 

 
  Sing out the Children -
  Go now in peace. Go now in peace. May the light of love surround you
  Everywhere, everywhere, you may go.
 
  Reading
Meditation on Hope and Love in a Time of Struggle by Alice Anacheka-Nasemann
 
  Moment of Reflective Silence
 
  Hymn #123, Spirit of Life
Spirit of life, come unto me.  Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion.  Blow in the wind, rise in the sea; move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice.  Roots hold me close; wings set me free; spirit of life, come to me, come to me.
 
Message: A theology of being more “loveful” by Rev. Kali Hayslett
  
  Hymn 

  Offertory:
Let this be an offering to sustain and strengthen this place, which    is so sacred to many of us, a community of memory and hope, for we are the keepers of the dream.
 
  Closing Words and Extinguishing Chalice
 
  Discussion  


Opening Reading

Theology of Love by Dawn Fortune
My theology understands humanity as simultaneously fragile and resilient, weak and strong, greedy and generous, mean and compassionate. I see the divine spark in the tension between those opposites. I see the divine in the generosity of those who often have the least to give, in kindness offered by those who would arguably have the most reason to be bitter. The divine is like love in this regard: irrational, unexpected, and beautiful.

Chalice Lighting
 
Love is Our Greatest Purpose by Jay E Abernathy, Jr
We affirm that love is our greatest purpose.
Accepting one another is the truest form of faithful living.
The search for truth is our constant star.
We pledge our hearts, minds, and hands:
To challenge injustice with courage;
To find hope in times of fear;
And to live out our Unitarian Universalist values every day as a beloved community.
Thus do we covenant with each other and with all that is sacred in life.

Reading/Meditation 
Meditation on Hope and Love in a Time of Struggle 
by Alice Anacheka-Nasemann
In a world so filled with brokenness and sorrow
It would be easy to lose ourselves in never ending grief,
To be choked by our outrage
To be paralyzed by the enormity of suffering,
To feel our hearts squeeze tight with hopelessness.

Instead, this morning, let us simply breathe together as we hold our hearts open.

Breathing in as our hearts fill with compassion

Breathing out as we pray for healing in our world & in our lives.

Breathing in, opening ourselves to the transforming power of love

Breathing out as we pray for peace in our world & in our lives.

Breathing in as we hold hope in our hearts

Breathing out as we pray for justice in our world & in our lives.

May we know our strength
May we be filled with courage
May our love flow from us into this world.

Breathing in, we are the prayer

Breathing out, we are the healing

Breathing in, we are the love

Breathing out, we are the peace

Breathing in, we are the hope

Breathing out, we are the justice

May we know our strength
May we be filled with courage
May our love flow from us into this world.

Amen, blessed be, may it ever be so.

Sermon by Rev. Kali Hayslett
Recently I have been thinking about the need for more love
We live in an increasingly disconnected and yet interconnected world
I am fascinated by the experience of getting on a plane here in Wyoming and within hour you can find yourself in a different city, state, or even country
A technological marvel that has not always existed
Modernized in such a way that families can even take a weekend vacation to San Francisco or Las Vegas and no one seems surprised
I have been reading a book the last couple weeks entitled, “Frontier Grit: The Unlikely True Stories of Daring Pioneer Women.” 
In the book, the author talks about cities like San Francisco and Sacramento as they were in the mid to late 1800’s. 
Where they were nothing more than a few saloons, hotels, and tent camps.  
The author starts the book off with a chapter on Nellie Cashman born 1845.  
Nellie was an Irish immigrant who among her many accomplishments was the first female prospector in Alaska and in her 80’s was still traveling across Alaska on a dog sled.  
Her mantra was “go where you are celebrated, not merely tolerated.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Monson, Marianne. (2016) Frontier Grit: The Unlikely True Stories of Daring Pioneer Women. Shadow Mountain: Salt Lake City.] 

And again, I thought about the need for more love and the world we live in right now
Where we can be anywhere is flash and google a quick question without opening a booking or making a stop at the local public library
 And yet, at your own dinner table you may find each family member immersed in their own personal screen whether it’s a tv, phone or tablet
The world wide web allows us instant information and quick connections with people all over the world
Without it and the comfort of seeing my partners face, if only over a screen, I’m not sure I could have survived my two year long distance relationship 
We can see family photos of recent events and share exciting news with everyone, at once!
This is good news! Great news!
But… cyber bullying continues to be on the rise and our social norms are adjusting to technology
People end relationships over text messages and we say things, sometimes hurtful things, on social media that we would never say in person
And that’s really what brings me to the idea of more love
It’s not just the words we say unfortunately, but the world we live in
Many of you have seen the news reports of bombings in train stations and the suicide bombing in Manchester at the end of a music concert
Taking the lives of 23 including children
And sometimes we can feel isolated, and protected
Because it didn’t happen here
But then then events get closer
Like the shooting in Alexandria, Virginia where a gunman opened fire on republican lawmakers as they practiced for a charity baseball game[footnoteRef:3] [3:  http://www.cnn.com/2017/06/15/politics/congressional-baseball-shooting/index.html] 

But thankfully there were brave men and women from the local police force who put their lives before the many to bring the incident quickly to an end
Maybe more important though was the congressional response
To join together in call for unity in the response of such a tragedy
Maybe American can still be a country unified by love rather than torn apart by hate
But we need more love
I recently I finished a book called “On Living” by Kerry Egan
In the book she shares many stories; happy stories, sad stories, personal tragedies and small victories
She writes a great deal about what she’s learned from her hospice patients
I want to share one of those stories with you now
This is a story about a woman named Ellen…[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Egan, Kerry. (2016) On Living. pg.170-173] 

In no way do I envy the difficult disease process that Ellen and her family had to experience and live through but as I read her story I envied her clarity
When she said “I need more love” 
When she said “I try to be loveful”
I think this is a good theology
I am a fan of words and what words mean so I can be more thoughtful about how and when I use them
Theology is the “the study of religious faith, practice and experience; especially the study of God and God’s relation to the world”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/theology] 

For many Unitarian Universalists this can be a difficult topic 
An uncomfortable topic because not everyone believes in the concept of God
But we come together each Sunday to talk about issues of faith and matters of the heart
We share in rituals of community when we light the chalice and share our joys and concerns
And we experience each other’s theology when we expose who we are to one another
Last month I spoke about how difficult it is to be vulnerable
To let others see you for who you truly are
Your wounds, and scars and broken places
And the places where you have found new meaning and hope
Our theology is another layer of that sharing
When I was first starting in ministry my beliefs were very ambiguous, they were in all honesty, naïve and not well tested
I thought that they would stay mushy and undefined
I thought that way I would be a good chaplain, open to and understanding of anyone
I was wrong
However, I was fortunate to have good mentors and teachers along the way
What I learned was I need to know what I believed 
Then, when I listen to others share their beliefs I won’t struggle to figure out how I do or don’t fit with their unique expressions of faith
Instead, I could just listen
I needed to experience my beliefs in action to see how they stood up in good times and bad
And, I needed to acknowledge they would change and grow as we all do
10 years later my beliefs seem simpler –
I believe that God may exist, I believe God is Love, and that love is present in this world, all around me and beyond what I can see and understand
Theology is about making meaning
And it’s something we do on our own and in community
Dr. William Wood, an Oxford University Lecturer in Philosophical Theological says “A good theologian has to be a historian, a philosopher, a linguist, a skillful interpreter of texts both ancient and modern, and probably many other things besides”[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Burton, Tara Isabella. (10-30-2013) Study Theology, Even If You Don’t Believe in God: This lost liberal art encourages scholars to understand history from the inside out. The Atlantic Magazine.] 

The study of people of what we believe and why is not a practice for the few but for everyone
As a chaplain, I have learned that no matter what faith you practice from Unitarian Universalist to Catholic to Buddhist and everything in between, your theology is your own
There are no two people who share the exact same interpretation of beliefs
Even if we both say we are Christian or Atheist
Because it is our life experiences that shape our unique expressions of faith
As a chaplain I have learned to be a vessel
As your minister, I hope to continue this spiritual practice of ministry
As a vessel, I want to help facilitate others beliefs
By using my own skills and knowledge to help others find what is true within themselves
So that together we can create a space that is loving and supportive
Which does not mean it won’t also be challenging
Sometimes the most loving thing you can do is be the voice of dissent
I remember a woman many years back
She was a patient in the psych unit of the hospital I worked at
She had requested a chaplain visit
When I arrived, she was quick to question me – she said “don’t think you can help me”
I said “I can try”
She then asked “what religion are you”
I explained I was Unitarian Universalist and briefly what that meant
She said “I don’ think you’ll understand” but then she began to share anyway
She talked at length about being born and raised southern Baptist, that she was married to a pastor, she spoke about her cancer, and then she got to the heart of her issue – her son is gay
There was so much love as she spoke but also fear and hurt
She loved her son very much but she also believed deeply in her faith, a faith whose teachings she understood as being against homosexuality
She feared for her son, but she seemed to fear more the possible loss of relationship with him
In this visit I remember being fiercely uncomfortable but also deeply sad
As a woman, in love with another woman, I believe there is nothing unnatural or wrong with me or this woman’s son
As a child, I also knew my own mother’s fears of how the world might treat me, reject me, or hurt me
As a chaplain, I wasn’t there to change what she believed, but to help her wrestle with her own beliefs, so they might once again help and support her
When I first arrived in her room I too thought, I’m not sure I’m the right person to help you
Looking back now, I think we helped each other
From her I learned it does not matter whether your beliefs are working for you or not, they are VERY hard to let go of
What I gave her was love
I shared with her that I come from a faith tradition that the welcomes the LGBT community and that my own personal belief is that there is nothing wrong with her son
I challenged her that she can continue to love her son
That she may not be able right now to change her beliefs, but she could still love him
As I said earlier, for me, God is love
And every day, I can strive to be a little more loveful

Closing Words

From Martin Luther King Jr.

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.”
 

